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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-3, 13-15, 25-27 and 37-39, rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by David E. Hollingsworth, (hereinafter referred as HW). 
1. Claim 1. 

A method for processing graphical objects for layout, comprising: HW in abstract discloses the 
steps of "defining a first graphical object and a second graphical object, the first graphical object 
having a first size preference and the second graphical object having a second size preference, 
the first and second size preferences each comprising a size and elastic properties;" see abstract, 
in the first pass (first graphical object), preferred sizes and elasticities of the graphical objects are 
computed along a first dimension. In a second pass (second graphical object), size values of the 
graphical objects along the first dimension are computed from the preferred sizes and elasticities, 
and preferred sizes and elasticities of the graphical objects along a second dimension are 
computed based on the size values of the graphical objects along the first dimension. And also 
HW in abstract discloses that in a final pass, size values of the graphical objects along the second 
dimension are computed from the preferred sizes and elasticities, "subtracting the second size 
preference from the first size preference, resulting in a resultant size preference dependent on the 
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size preferences of the graphical objects". HW in col. 6, lines 34-35 discloses that other 
operators, such as "subtract," can also be envisioned. And also see in col. 9, lines 10-11, 
discloses that an excess (or deficit) e is computed by subtracting the sum of the two elastics' 
preferred sizes from x. e is apportioned between the two elastics. 

2. Claim 2. 

"The method of claim 1, further comprising: computing the size of the resultant size preference 
by subtracting the size of the second size preference from the size of the first size preference." 
See rejection of claim 1. 

3. Claim 3. 

"The method of claim 2, wherein the size of the resultant size preference has a minimum value 
of zero." HW in col. 7, lines 53-57 discloses that in the physical system, once the highly 
compressible elastic A had been compressed to zero length (a minimum value of zero), no ^ 
further compression of A would be possible and the elastic C would then become more difficult 
to compress, corresponding to B*s compress order. 

4. Claim 13. 

A system for processing graphical objects for layout, comprising: HW in abstract discloses the 
steps of "a layout processor defining a first graphical object and a second graphical object, the 
first graphical object having a first size preference and the second graphical object having a 
second size preference, the first and second size preferences each comprising a size and elastic 
properties"; see abstract, in the first pass (first graphical object), preferred sizes and elasticities 
of the graphical objects are computed along a first dimension. In a second pass (second 
graphical object), size values of the graphical objects along the first dimension are computed 
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from the preferred sizes and elasticities, and preferred sizes and elasticities of the graphical 
objects along a second dimension are computed based on the size values of the graphical objects 
along the first dimension. And also HW in abstract discloses that in a final pass, size values of 
the graphical objects along the second dimension are computed from the preferred sizes and 
elasticities, "the layout processor subtracting the second size preference from the first size 
preference, resulting in a resultant size preference dependent on the size preferences of the 
graphical objects", HW in col. 6, lines 34-35 discloses that other operators, such as "subtract," 
can also be envisioned. And also see in col. 9, lines 10-11, discloses that an excess (or deficit) e 
is computed by subtracting the sum of the two elastics' preferred sizes from x. e is apportioned 
between the two elastics. 

5. Claim 14. 

"The system of claim 13, wherein the size of the resultant size preference is computed by the 
layout processor subtracting the size of the second size preference from the size of the first size 
preference". See rejection of claim 13. 

6. Claim 15. 

"The system of claim 13, wherein the size of the resultant size preference has a minimum value 
of zero". HW in col. 7, lines 53-57 discloses that in the physical system, once the highly 
compressible elastic A had been compressed to zero length (a minimum value of zero), no 
fiirther compression of A would be possible and the elastic C would then become more difficult 
to compress, corresponding to B's compress order. 

7. Claim 25. 
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A computer program product comprising: a computer-usable medium; HW in abstract discloses 
the steps of "a set of computer operating instructions embodied on the medium, including 
instructions for processing graphical objects for layout, comprising instructions for: defining a 
first graphical object and a second graphical object, the first graphical object having a first size 
preference and the second graphical object having a second size preference, the first and second 
size preferences each comprising a size and elastic properties;" see abstract, in the first pass 
(first graphical object), preferred sizes and elasticities of the graphical objects are computed 
along a first dimension. In a second pass (second graphical object), size values of the graphical 
objects along the first dimension are computed fi-om the preferred sizes and elasticities, and 
preferred sizes and elasticities of the graphical objects along a second dimension are computed 
based on the size values of the graphical objects along the first dimension. And also HW in 
abstract discloses that in a final pass, size values of the graphical objects along the second 
dimension are computed fi-om the preferred sizes and elasticities, "subtracting the second size 
preference fi-om the first size preference, resulting in a resultant size preference dependent on 
the size preferences of the graphical objects", HW in col. 6, lines 34-35 discloses that other 
operators, such as "subtract," can also be envisioned. And also see in col. 9, lines 10-11, 
discloses that an excess (or deficit) e is computed by subtracting the sum of the two elastics' 
preferred sizes firom x. e is apportioned between the two elastics. 
8. Claim 26. 

"The computer program product of claim 25, fiirther comprising instructions for: computing the 
size of the resultant size preference by subtracting the size of the second size preference fi-om 
the size of the first size preference". See rejection of claim 25. 
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9. Claim 27. 

"The computer program product of claim 26, wherein the size of the resultant size preference 
has a minimum value of zero", HW in col. 7, lines 53-57 discloses that in the physical system, 
once the highly compressible elastic A had been compressed to zero length (a minimum value 
of zero), no further compression of A would be possible and the elastic C would then become 
more difficult to compress, corresponding to B's compress order. 

10. Claim 37. 

"A computer data signal embodied in a carrier wave comprising a code segment for processing 
graphical objects for layout, the code segment comprising instructions for: HW in abstract 
discloses the steps of "defining a first graphical object and a second graphical object, the first 
graphical object having a first size preference and the second graphical object having a second 
size preference, the first and second size preferences each comprising a size and elastic 
properties; see abstract, in the first pass (first graphical object), preferred sizes and elasticities of 
the graphical objects are computed along a first dimension. In a second pass (second graphical 
object), size values of the graphical objects along the first dimension are computed fi-om the 
preferred sizes and elasticities, and preferred sizes and elasticities of the graphical objects along 
a second dimension are computed based on the size values of the graphical objects along the 
first dimension. And also HW in abstract discloses that in a final pass, size values of the 
graphical objects along the second dimension are computed from the preferred sizes and 
elasticities, "subtracting the second size preference from the first size preference, resulting in a 
resultant size preference dependent on the size preferences of the graphical objects". HW in col. 
6, lines 34-35 discloses that other operators, such as "subtract," can also be envisioned. And 
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also see in col. 9, lines 10-11, discloses that an excess (or deficit) e is computed by subtracting 
the sum of the two elastics' preferred sizes from x. e is apportioned between the two elastics. 

11. Claim 38. 

The computer data signal of claim 37, wherein the code segment further comprises instructions 
for: computing the size of the resultant size preference by subtracting the size of the second size 
preference from the size of the first size preference", see rejection of claim 37. 

12. Claim 39. 

"The computer data signal of claim 38, wherein the size of the resultant size preference has a 
minimum value of zero". HW in col. 7, lines 53-57 discloses that in the physical system, once 
the highly compressible elastic A had been compressed to zero length (a minimum value of 
zero), no further compression of A would be possible and the elastic C would then become 
more difficult to compress, corresponding to B's compress order. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 4, 8, 12, 16, 20, 24, 28, 32, 36, 40, 44 and 48 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over David E. Hollingsworth, (hereinafter referred as HW), and in view of 
common knowledge in the art regarding processing of graphical objects. 

13. Claim 4. 
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"The method of claim 1, wherein the elastic properties comprise stretch properties and 
compression properties and further comprising: determining the compression properties of the 
resultant size preference from the compression properties of the first size preference and the 
stretch properties of the second size preference". HW in col. 1, lines 64-67 discloses that 
elasticity of each graphical object may be defined by separate stretchiness and compressibility 
coefficients". HW in col. 26, lines 16-19 discloses that the elasticity includes compression and 
Stretchiness properties, but does not explicitly specify the compression properties of the 
resultant size preference from the compression properties of the first size preference and the 
stretch properties of the second size preference. Official notice is taken that it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to implement two objects A and B that the 
compression properties of the first size (object A) preference and the stretch properties of the 
second size (object B) preference. 
14. Claim 8. 

"The method of claim 1, wherein the elastic properties comprise stretch properties and 
compression properties, and fiirther comprising: determining the stretch properties of the 
resultant size preference from stretch properties of the first size preference and compression 
properties of the second size preference". HW in col. 1, lines 64-67 discloses that elasticity of 
each graphical object may be defined by separate stretchiness and compressibility coefficients". 
HW in col. 26, lines 16-19 discloses that the elasticity includes compression and 
Stretchiness properties, but does not explicitly specify the stretch properties of the resultant size 
preference from stretch properties of the first size preference and compression properties of the 
second size preference. Official notice is taken that it would have been obvious to one of 
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ordinary skill in the art to implement two objects A and B that the stretch properties of the first 
size (object A) preference and the stretch properties of the second size (object B) preference. 

15. Claim 12. 

"The method of claim 1 , wherein the elastic properties comprise stretch properties and 
compression properties, and further comprising instructions for: adjusting the stretch properties 
of the resultant size preference to be at least as compliant as the compression properties of the 
resultant size preference". HW in col. 1, lines 64-67 discloses that elasticity of each graphical 
object may be defined by separate stretchiness and compressibility coefficients". HW in col. 26, 
lines 16-19 discloses that the elasticity includes compression and Stretchiness properties, but 
does not explicitly specify the stretch properties of the resultant size preference to be at least as 
compliant as the compression properties of the resultant size preference. Official notice is taken 
that it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to implement the stretch 
properties of the resultant size preference to be at least as compliant as the compression 
properties. 

16. Claim 16. 

"The system of claim 13, wherein the elastic properties comprise stretch properties and 
compression properties; and the layout processor determining the compression properties of the 
resultant size preference from the compression properties of the first size preference and the 
stretch properties of the second size preference". HW in col. 1, lines 64-67 discloses that 
elasticity of each graphical object may be defined by separate stretchiness and compressibility 
coefficients". HW in col. 26, lines 16-19 discloses that the elasticity includes compression and 
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Stretchiness properties, but does not explicitly specify the compression properties of the 
resultant size preference from the compression properties of the first size preference and the 
stretch properties of the second size preference. Official notice is taken that it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to implement two objects A and B that the 
compression properties of the first size (object A) preference and the stretch properties of the 
second size (object B) preference. 

17. Claim 20. 

"The system of claim 13, wherein the elastic properties comprise stretch properties and 
compression properties; and the layout processor determining the stretch properties of the 
resultant size preference from stretch properties of the first size preference and compression 
properties of the second size preference". HW in col. 1, lines 64-67 discloses that elasticity of 
each graphical object may be defined by separate stretchiness and compressibility coefficients". 
HW in col. 26, lines 16-19 discloses that the elasticity includes compression and 
Stretchiness properties, but does not expHcitly specify the stretch properties of the resultant size 
preference from stretch properties of the first size preference and compression properties of the 
second size preference. Official notice is taken that it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to implement two objects A and B that the stretch properties of the first 
size (object A) preference and the stretch properties of the second size (object B) preference. 

18. Claim 24. 

"The system of claim 13, wherein the elastic properties comprise stretch properties and 
compression properties; and the layout processor adjusting the stretch properties of the resultant 
size preference to be at least as compliant as the compression properties of the resultant size 
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preference". HW in col. 1, lines 64-67 discloses that elasticity of each graphical object may be 
defined by separate stretchiness and compressibility coefficients". HW in col. 26, lines 16-19 
discloses that the elasticity includes compression and Stretchiness properties, but does not 
explicitly specify the stretch properties of the resultant size preference to be at least as 
compliant as the compression properties of the resultant size preference. Official notice is taken 
that it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to implement the stretch 
properties of the resultant size preference to be at least as compliant as the compression 
properties. 

19. Claim 28. 

"The computer program product of claim 25, wherein the elastic properties comprise stretch 
properties and compression properties and further comprising instructions for: determining the 
compression properties of the resultant size preference ft-om the compression properties of the 
first size preference and the stretch properties of the second size preference", HW in col. 1, lines 
64-67 discloses that elasticity of each graphical object may be defined by separate stretchiness 
and compressibility coefficients". HW in col. 26, lines 16-19 discloses that the elasticity 
includes compression and Stretchiness properties, but does not explicitly specify the 
compression properties of the resultant size preference from the compression properties of the 
first size preference and the stretch properties of the second size preference. Official notice is 
taken that it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to implement two 
objects A and B that the compression properties of the first size (object A) preference and the 
stretch properties of the second size (object B) preference. 

20. Claim 32. 
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"The computer program product of claim 25, wherein the elastic properties comprise stretch 
properties and compression properties, and further comprising instructions for: determining the 
stretch properties of the resultant size preference from stretch properties of the first size 
preference and compression properties of the second size preference", HW in col. 1, lines 64- 
67 discloses that elasticity of each graphical object may be defined by separate stretchiness and 
compressibility coefficients". HW in col. 26, lines 16-19 discloses that the elasticity includes 
compression and Stretchiness properties, but does not explicitly specify the stretch properties of 
the resultant size preference fi-om stretch properties of the first size preference and compression 
properties of the second size preference. Official notice is taken that it would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art to implement two objects A and B that the stretch properties of 
the first size (object A) preference and the stretch properties of the second size (object B) 
preference. 
21. Claim 36. 

"The computer program product of claim 25, wherein the elastic properties comprise stretch 
properties and compression properties, and fiirther comprising instructions for: adjusting the 
stretch properties of the resultant size preference to be at least as compliant as the compression 
properties of the resultant size preference". HW in col. 1, lines 64-67 discloses that elasticity of 
each graphical object may be defined by separate stretchiness and compressibility coefficients". 
HW in col. 26, lines 16-19 discloses that the elasticity includes compression and Stretchiness 
properties, but does not explicitly specify the stretch properties of the resultant size preference 
to be at least as compliant as the compression properties of the resultant size preference. 
Official notice is taken that it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
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implement the stretch properties of the resultant size preference to be at least as compliant as 
the compression properties. 

22. Claim 40. 

"The computer data signal of claim 37, wherein the elastic properties comprise stretch 
properties and compression properties and the code segment further comprising instructions for: 
determining the compression properties of the resultant size preference from the compression 
properties of the first size preference and the stretch properties of the second size preference". 
HW in col. 1 , lines 64-67 discloses that elasticity of each graphical object may be defined by 
separate stretchiness and compressibility coefficients". HW in col. 26, lines 16-19 discloses that 
the elasticity includes compression and Stretchiness properties, but does not explicitly specify 
the compression properties of the resultant size preference from the compression properties of 
the first size preference and the stretch properties of the second size preference. Official notice 
is taken that it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to implement two 
objects A and B that the compression properties of the first size (object A) preference and the 
stretch properties of the second size (object B) preference. 

23. Claim 44. 

The computer data signal of claim 37, wherein the elastic properties comprise stretch properties 
and compression properties, and the code segment further comprising instructions for: 
determining the stretch properties of the resultant size preference from stretch properties of the 
first size preference and compression properties of the second size preference", HW in col. 1, 
lines 64-67 discloses that elasticity of each graphical object may be defined by separate 
stretchiness and compressibility coefficients". HW in col. 26, lines 16-19 discloses that the 
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elasticity includes compression and Stretchiness properties, but does not explicitly specify the 
stretch properties of the resultant size preference from stretch properties of the first size 
preference and compression properties of the second size preference. Official notice is taken 
that it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to implement two objects A 
and B that the stretch properties of the first size (object A) preference and the stretch properties 
of the second size (object B) preference. 
24. Claim 48. 

"The computer data signal of claim 37, wherein the elastic properties comprise stretch 
properties and compression properties, and the code segment further comprising instructions 
for: adjusting the stretch properties of the resultant size preference to be at least as compliant as 
the compression properties of the resultant size preference". HW in col. 1, lines 64-67 discloses 
that elasticity of each graphical object may be defined by separate stretchiness and 
compressibility coefficients". HW in col. 26, lines 16-19 discloses that the elasticity includes 
compression and Stretchiness properties, but does not explicitly specify the stretch properties of 
the resultant size preference to be at least as compliant as the compression properties of the 
resultant size preference. Official notice is taken that it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to implement the stretch properties of the resultant size preference to be 
at least as compHant as the compression properties. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 



Claims 5-7, 9-11, 17-19, 21-23, 29-31, 33-35, 41-43 and 45-47 objected to as being 
dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form 
including all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Examiner's reasons for claims 5,9,17,21,23,29,33,41 and 45: setting the 
compression/stretch properties of the resultant size preference equal to the stretch/compression 
properties of the second size preference if the compress/stretch order of the first size preference 
is less than the stretch/compress order of the second size preference. 

Examiner's reasons for claims 6,10,18,22,30,34,42 and 46: setting the compression/ 
stretch properties of the resultant size preference equal to the stretch/compression properties of 
the first size preference if the stretch/compress order of the first size preference is greater than 
the stretch order of the second size preference. 

Examiner's reasons for claims 7,11,23,31,35,43 and 47: setting the compressibility/ 
stretchiness coefficients of the resultant size preference equal to the sum of the stretchiness 
/compressibility coefficients of the first size preference and the stretchiness/compressibility 
coefficient of the second size preference if the compress/stretch order of the first size preference 
is equal to the stretch/compress order of the second size preference. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Javid A Amini whose telephone number is 703-605-4248. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8-4pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Razavi can be reached on 703-305-4713. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this appUcation or proceeding is assigned is 703-746-8705. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-306-0377. 



Javid A Amini 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2672 



Javid Amini 




